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pre-reading activities before attempting to teach reading.
In this way children will be prepared for learning to read
and become interested in the process at the normal time.
If children are not stimulated to read by the age of seven
or eight years, they may become absorbed in acquiring other
skills, or become interested in other things, or feel so in-
ferior in a group of children who know how to read that
they are ashamed to begin to learn. For those reasons,
certain progressive schools which previously delayed sys-
tematic instruction in reading until the child manifested
a definite desire to learn to read, have adopted the policy
of emphasizing reading skills with all children in the school
program of the second grade.
In view of this variation in the ability and readiness of
individual children and in view of the variation in policy
and practice with respect to teaching beginning reading, it
is obviously impossible to set up age grade standards of
accomplishment which would be appropriate for all schools.
The norms given for primary reading tests represent the
average achievement of large numbers of children on the
kind of material used in the tests. The test norms, however,
do not necessarily represent the ideal achievement for a
particular group.
In schools in which reading instruction is based on ade-
quate pre-reading experiences and sufficient mental maturity,
with a resulting delay in actual reading, the children may
show slight achievement on tests in the first and second
grades, but after the third grade tend to equal or surpass the
scores of children who have been pushed into formal read-
ing, without considering the individual child's needs and
capacities.
Some time between the second and fourth grades children
begin to read silently more rapidly than orally. They begin
to comprehend what they read faster than they can speak.
Continuing extensively to read "out loud" after this point
may retard their speed in silent reading.
"Slow and sure" is not usually true in reading. When two
children read carefully, the one who reads the faster usually